SELLERS 


the 
for 
level. 


irt, Brace, 


ction?” for 
the occur- 
calls 
its au- 
ans. 


anchored 
Marshall 


reconais- 


ship was 
okaidokaze 


oring there 
anes. The 
house and 
ne-gun fire 
crew. The 
Jap code 
operate the 
flag Jap 
occurred 
rican name 
destroyer 
the 

The com- 


orce steam- 


with 
humorous 
story the 
ry-day won- 
Jap- 
hingly valu- 

protection; 
phering the 
all. 


nber Ist 


1944. 
1944. 
mpe, 107. 


1944. 
Sept. 15, 


Sept. 


Co-Editors 
Eugene Willging 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Vol. No. 


BEST SELLERS 


REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.00; Single Copies, Ten Cents 
Canadian and Foreign Rates $2.50 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 


Entered second-class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879 


Copyright, 1944 
Eugene Willging 


Associate Editors 


Austin App, Ph.D. 
Dorothy Lynn 


October 1944 


Book the Month Club---October Selection 


Brooks, Van Wyck. The World Washington Irving. 
Dutton. Oct. 1944. 495p. $3.75. 


The World Washington Irving, chronologically the first 
Van Wyck Brooks’ multi-volumed history American 
literature, is, point composition, subsequent The 
Flowering New England and New England: Indian 
Summer. Other volumes are designed follow; the 
moment Mr. Brooks work one that will have 
with the period Walt Whitman and Herman Mel- 
ville. If, and his readers hope, Brooks lives finish 
the series, America will have unique, one-man panoramic 
survey her literature fashion far removed from the 
customary two poles the American critical idea: the 
Parrington pole Hegelian thesis and antithesis; and the 
dusty factual pole the Cambridge History American 
Literature. This present volume surveys the first 
the years explored Parrington’s second volume, 
The Romantic Revolution America, manner that 
complementary rather than competitive and that leaves 
Parrington’s admirers some scope for admiring Brooks 
well. fact, beginning student American letters 
might find these two great scholars admirable tutors for 
himself and equally admirable correctives one another. 


Brooks’ sociological and economic bias, while funda- 
mentally one with Parrington’s, not obtrusive and 
never presented thesis. His somewhat cinematic, 
techni-color method presentation avoids the black and 
white downrightness Parrington; and there loss 
can even best Parrington his own chosen ground; 
when, for example, mitigates the Parringtonian dis- 
praise old Timothy Dwight recalling our debt 
this Yale president who initiated the scientific age for 


American universities. does not question the Par- 
rington hypothesis the Western origin American 
democracy, and Parrington might well have been proud 
the illuminating parallel draws between Southern 
taverns and the more primitive variety Russian alehouse, 
comparison iater extends implication cover 
Southern society large. But where his road and Par- 
rington’s very definitely diverge the quantitative and 
qualitative emphasis they place respectively upon the 
political element artist’s life. Such pronounce- 
ment this one Bryant, for instance, exactly reverses 
the Parrington estimate: “If Bryant had settled Bos- 
ton, where published his first work, his life poet 
might have been ampler and richer, for would have 
gained much, doubt, from the intellectual ferment 
Boston time when politics absorbed him wholly 


New York.” 


this latter realm purely literary judgment that 
Brooks’ pages are happily pertinent, especially the 
central chapters Irving, Poe, and, above all, Cooper. 
These positively noble passages Cooper may one day 
prove not the least Mr. Brooks’ many services litera- 
ture whole; the first the great critics our 
generation who has both the perspicacity and courage 
rehabilitate this most neglected American geniuses 
now that Emily Dickinson and Herman Melville have 
come into their belated own. Mr. Brooks has had the 
acumen, Cooper’s regard, discount his total judg- 
ment the clumsinesses that mar his pages, all admirers 
Whitman have agreed overlook their idol’s similar 
gaucheries; and able this precisely because 
the high premium places upon the moral qualities 
those whom, elsewhere, describes the “primary” 
writers. 


a 
— 
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The characteristic Brooksian poetry circumstance, cos- 
tume, city décor and country beauty continues the same 
high standard impressionistic perfection set the 
earlier volumes; the first chapter’s old Philadelphia 
matches his exquisite evocation Copley’s Boston 
The Literary Flowering New England. also resumes 
his own private tradition including fascinating snippets 
miscellaneous, yet strangely organic, information; that 
Alexander Pope’s Twickenham willow, the authority 
William Cullen Bryant, fathered all the weeping 
willows this country; that James Macpherson, who 
first introduced the lost world Gaelic epic blasé 
century, lost some his Gaelic manuscripts Florida 
during his residence there secretary the British 
general command. The more than Celtic mysterious 
green the Everglades was fitting place sepulture 
for Irish Finn and his swaggering sons. 


Brooks said once his Opinions Oliver Allston: 
American; and, narrow this may seem others, 
seems infinite field. One can get more poetry 
into criticism than most poets have, more character than 
the novelists, more thought than the philosophers’.” The 
World Washington Irving does not belie his proud 
theory; the Audubon chapter sheer poetry; the Aaron 
Burr and Parson Weems vignettes novelistic bits which 
Thackeray might have boasted; and, when comes 
critical thought, the application the epithet, “icy 
facetiousness,” Poe’s hysterical humor reveals his mas- 
tery telling critical phrase. the evidence these 
three volumes, Brooks’ history American letters our 
best rounded consideration date. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College 


Life-in-America Prize Book 


Wecter, Dixon. When Johnny Comes Marching Home. 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 12, 1944. 588p. $3.00. 


the 1944 Convention the American Legion, held 
Chicago September 18-20, the main theme was: “What 
are going for the returned veteran?” Since 
shall eventually have the neighborhood twelve 
million returned veterans, hardly anyone can blind 
not see that the problem may well the most 
engrossing one the foreseeable future. the veterans 
achieve some sort solidarity, they can, with the help 
their near relatives, dominate the nation. pos- 
sible that the influence exerted the G.A.R. the years 
after the Civil War, may nothing compared that 
exerted the returning veterans. If, the other hand, 
their influence exerted through the American Legion, 
which has never identified itself with any political party, 
the danger unwise legislative action will minimized. 
any rate, the problem there, and this volume 
Dixon Wecter the most complete account date 
the treatment accorded the returned veteran after three 
former wars. The author has analyzed the world 
which the soldier returned after the Revolutionary War, 
after the Civil War, and after the First World War. 
has studied the soldier individual influence his 
war experiences; has probed into the home environ- 
ment which some cases aided, and other cases re- 
tarded the return normal life. Diaries are used 
freely; articles written returned soldiers are quoted; 
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letters are used, many which are completely self- 
revealing; official records are also used, even though the 
spirit the book definitely not reminiscent cold 
and statistical documents. The seventeen pages fine 
print required present brief account the source and 
secondary material used testify the research which 
preceded the writing this unusual and exceptionally 
readable book three wars. 


The shortest section devoted the Revolutionary War 
veteran, but the hundred pages devoted those 
fighters for freedom, much will found concerning the 
post-war years 1783-1790 that will not found 
other books. The author well aware that the nation 
seemed almost unbelievably indifferent, and 
almost hostile, the soldiers the Revolution. Apart 
from the grant some western lands, often men who 
could not west and occupy the lands, practically 
nothing was done. veterans’ organization was formed. 
Accordingly, there was “pressure” group exerting influ- 
ence upon Congress, and the veteran, even though crip- 
pled the war, was definitely disregarded what 
appeared ungrateful nation. 


The northern veteran the Civil War fared somewhat 
better, thanks perhaps the G.A.R. and the voting 
strength that organization and its supporters. bit 
more grudging aid was given those who had suffered 
amputations (about 30,000) result war service. 
Eventually, pensions were granted lavishly, but when 
that time arrived, about twenty-five years after the end 
the war, the need for such aid was actually non- 
existent perhaps the majority cases. Once again, 
there was evidence careful planning interest 
the welfare the veteran. 


The greater share the book devoted the veterans 
who returned 1919, and the problems now being 


faced the veteran. would impossible find 
better book recommend the returned soldier today. 
this book will read the discontent experienced 
the soldiers the First World War, their disillusion- 
ment, many cases, with the world which they return- 
ed, and their efforts, the great majority cases 
successful, become once more integral parts the 
society they fought preserve. The author maintains 
spirit detachment, accompanied sense humor, 
well awareness that his subject means 
flippant one. definitely serious treatment, but 
the same time optimistic one. particular interest 
today will study the accounts the schools main- 
tained the government after the First World War for 
the crippled, the blind, and those who seemed unable 
adjust themselves civilian life. Admittedly, much 
the training was worthless and the same time costly 
time and money; everyone knows that the Veterans’ 
Bureau, under Harding, wasted two hundred million 
dollars two years, out billion dollars appropriated. 
However, the hope expressed that shall not today 
repeat the old errors. History need not repeat itself. 
Instances are cited, abundance, more realistic 
and productive approach the veteran problem tomor- 
row; the author analyzes optimistically what has been 
done, and believes that Johnny will return, went 
forth, “friendly, generous, easy-going, brave, the citizen 
soldier America.” The book filled with pointed, 
interesting anecdotes. Some are blunt their language, 
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Every adult should find the book 


being related war. 
profitable reading. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago. 


Belden, Jack. Still Time Die. 
1944. 322p. $3.00. 


There nothing prissy about Jack Belden. defi- 
nitely man’s journalist. does not write for the 
family journal. does not write for the children’s 
page. This said caution against certain blatant 
obscenities which the author has allowed mar other- 
wise splendid first-hand study war. Soldiers the 
battle-fronts are said resent radio commenator’s 
glossy account gory situation. The most battle- 
scarred veteran should acknowledge Belden fellow 
sufferer from the unsearchable miseries war. The 
author’s power expression reminds one Joseph 
Conrad. certainly has Conrad’s compassion. 


Harper. Sept. 13, 


Mr. Belden now Time correspondent the European 
theatre, having recovered from wound received 
Salerno. But his epic experiences were China, where 
once landed vagabond and picked enough 
knowledge the language teach Chinese school. 
was present the death throes H’Suchow, the 
vital railroad center, which was invested and captured 
early the Sino-Japanese war. provides orderly 
and deeply moving account the grand retreat 300,000 
Chinese troops from the area the fallen city. These 
pages are filled with pathos, for Belden managed iden- 
tify himself heart with the Chinese forces and feel 
his own soul their frightful dereliction. you are 
weary government handouts and journalistic pap about 
the war, you wish know the stark squalor and bestial 
baseness war veteran soldier must know it, you 
should appreciate Belden’s unabashed realism. 


After witnessing the futile effort the Chinese keep 
the Yellow River from being crossed the enemy, and 
after much intimate experience China’s miserable 
plight, Belden hied himself the European theatre. 
His gruelling experiences there have not the rich pathos 
the chapters China, but they serve well show that 
even victorious campaigns are not the radiant things they 
may seem from the newspapers. His account the siege 
Malta thrilling document human fortitude. 
always with him, the inarticulate misery the 
common man, soldier civilian, which manages 
feel and describe. 


The prevailing esteem for Montgomery’s generalship 
sustained the author’s gripping account how Rommel 
and his legions were circumvented into evacuating the 
Mareth line. There follows gruesome close-up the 
invasion Sicily. Again the common soldier who 
speaks through Belden, communicating the reader the 
abysmal misery from sea-sickness and all the searing 
horror and portents his soul the transports and 
landing barges are lashed stormy sea. There 
tense passage which recounts how detachment Ameri- 
can troops lands the rear the Germans make 
them fall back the faster Messina. The decimated 
force hangs precariously the top hill, which 
tises sheer from the sea, and which the Germans 
are advancing armored strength. The beleagured 
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troops are frantically the air force? 
where the navy? Finally there the holocaust 
Salerno, which the author was wounded; and through 
him speaks every wounded Joe, languishing for the 
sight medical corpsman, stab morphine and 
cigarette. 


The work contains epilogue and several introductory 
chapters essay form which Belden powerfully 
descants the misery war corrodes the soul 
the common soldier. stark phrases are limned the 
doubts, uncertainty and loneliness which weigh upon him. 
Still Time Die massively documents Sherman’s famous 
phrase about war. The author has tendency wordi- 
ness and redundancy. repeat, man’s book. And 
even the coarsest hombre may well squirm the several 


instances obscenity. 
Thomas Fox, C.S.P., 
New York City 


* * * 


Ardrey, Robert. Worlds Beginning. 
Pearce. Sept. 21, 1944. 244p. $2.50. 


Inherent within individuals the American democracy 
are sufficient ingenuity, resourcefulness and socio-economic 
inventiveness solve the social and economic problems 
that the human race facing today. However the solu- 
tions will come about only the face overwhelming 
crises; only when old system the throes dis- 
integration can new one evolved. This the theme 
the present novel, Worlds Beginning, semi-fantasy 
woven about the development new socio-economic 
system after the disintegration capitalism America 
some twenty years after the end World War II. The 
entire book the form manuscript written 
reporter who had lived through the transition period, the 
ten years following the termination the present war. 
The first two three sections consist merely series 
episodes show the tempers the people and the 
trends the times. Then the new economic patterns 
are introduced and carried through successful con- 
clusion. 


the end the war the entire world was confused. 
Demobilization men was slow, peace did not come 
easily and there was concrete plan action. the 
United States both business and labor became more 
highly organized and more politically conscious. 
first government was controlled business and program 
unrestrained international trade brought prosperity 
America but when the balance trade toppled too far 
our favor and the other nations could send little 
nothing that prosperity began crack. broke com- 
pletely when developments the field synthetics made 
every nation almost entirely self-sufficient from the stand- 
point raw materials. That marked the end busi- 
ness controlled government and international economic 
policy. popular front farmer-labor government was 
elected and embarked economic program national 
security but without success. 
creased fear and insecurity swept the land. There were 
moves the direction totalitarianism and there were 
terrible race riots seemingly provoked the labor govern- 
ment give the people common enemy and remove 
their attention from governmental failure. Then public 
credit collapsed and Congress passed bill removing all 
backing from the currency. That meant inflation. But 
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even worse ensued. Men sank into state apathy 
and torpor, they longer cared and personal responsi- 
bility began break down. That meant course the 
gradual disintegration civilization. Chaos began 
reign. The government took control and began rule 
decree preparing for complete nationalization industry 
and socialism statism. This seems the end 
the American experiment. 


Then out the blackness the descending night comes 
ray light. letter from Hara, old enginee 
friend, takes the reporter the small town Indian 
Pass desolate West Texas. There finds the Trans- 
Pecos Chemicals Commonwealth, new economic entity 
worked out George Davis, otherwise ordinary ac- 
countant. Ben Davis, George’s brother, had discovered 
new synthetic that would eliminate copper and another 
that would eliminate rubber insulation. When the 
brothers had tried patent their synthetics they found 
that chemical corporation had patented other synthetics 
with the same qualities but had never gone into produc- 
tion because the chemical corporation was controlled 
copper interests. They knew that they put their syn- 
thetics into production the corporation could easily 
likewise and soon put them out attempting 
solve their problem George made interesting dis- 
covery—the corporation, economic entity, 
cient because the constant friction among its three 
components, capital (absentee ownership), management 
and labor and because must help carry the load 
the entire capitalist system since ownership frequently 
imposes corporation policy which detrimental 
that corporation’s interests but beneficial the inter- 
ests capital elsewhere. Since the corporation ineffi- 
cient the only reason manages survive that 
competition only with other similarly handicapped cor- 
porations. Put competition with more efficient 
organization and will succumb. That new organization 
was the commonwealth, the result George Davis’s 
planning. eliminated capital ownership keeping only 
management and unorganized labor. But labor hired 
the management and together with management shared 
the ownership and profits instead taking fixed wage. 
Ownership was only temporary long one worked for 
the commonwealth. When one ceased working one’s 
ownership rights and profits ceased. Thus the right 
absolute property ownership industry ceased and was 
replaced the principle participatory ownership. 


This new economic entity flourished and established itself 
firmly. Then the corporations awoke and gave battle. 
managed survive tricks, cutthroat competition and 
slow starvation but its existence was threatened seriously 
when the scrip which its workers were paid and which 
was redeemed periodically currency was declared 
illegal the organized labor government which was also 
committed the extermination the commonwealth. 
addition the commonwealth was declared subversive 
the American idea and was forbidden the use the 
mails. newspaper could tell its story because 
advertising interests and was robbed the support 
public opinion. But then other sections the coun- 
try people gradually heard about the idea, began acquiring 
bankrupt industrial properties and forming other com- 
monwealths. There was even some bloodshed men 
quarreled over this idea but gradually the commonwealth 
began flourish the movement became “economic 
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revolution consent.” America then plunged into social 
invention with all the fervor which marked her earlier 
progress technology the account ends. 


With the main theme Worlds Beginning, that American 
individual resourcefulness can find way 
ihe answer may lie cooperative distributist type 
movement quite possible. That the answer does not 
lie state control, political liberty for 
economic security, quite correct. That industrial prop- 
erty ownership can shared also correct but that all 
rights permanent property ownership can eliminated 
impossible. Whether the “Commonwealth” system 
would the economic cure-all described this book 
problematical and lies within the field the expert 
economist. Certainly the problem concrete not 
simple nor susceptible quick and easy solution. That 
giving certain degree economic security, removing 
fear and frustration from man such process would 
automatically solve problems racism, intolerance, etc., 
the book contends, very highly debatable. might 
minor aid the solution such problems but the 
final solution must come about through personal reform 
the individual. this book there great deal 
oversimplification and illogical generalization, abund- 
ance profanity (pp. 24, 25, 34, 146, 172, 208), some 
brutality when (p. seq.) the reporter joins 
Negro mob and half-crazed condition beats white 
man death, sordid interjection juvenile sexual 
(pp. 100-101) and some wrong ideas reli- 
gion and the nature man seen the following 
quotations: 


There isn’t any racial problem. There never has been. 
There’s such thing anti-semitism, nationalism, 
religious intolerance. They don’t exist. There’s only 
frustration. only some deep and horrid and 
incurable frustration men’s lives that suppresses 
once our ego and our destiny. sense it, though 
know not. And deprived man’s fulfillment, 
revert fulfilling the animal that lies always within us. 
Even men have created God, the image the 
good that lies within us, have created racism, and 
nationalism, and intolerance, the image the bad 
that must satisfied. There race problem. 
There problem Jews and nations. There only 
human impulse. The impulse achieve and learn and 
rise and fulfill; the frustration, whatever is, and the 
perversion destroy, and kill and hate, that must logic- 


ally follow. (p. 110). 


Through the centuries the Church acquired—in its 
natural and necessary role—property, and obligations, 
and the inner stresses and dynamics any organized 
body. And the Church became more and more 
entity itself, drew farther and farther away from 
the religion that was its source. Upntil finally religion 
existed for the sake the Church, rather than the 
Church for the sake religion. And the Church 
assumed its final role: that the defender the rights 
property against the encroaching rights man. 


(p. 162). 


Because the objectionable features cited above the book 
seems suitable only for very mature and discriminating 
adult readers. 
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Wylie, Philip. Night Night. Farrar Rinehart. 
Sept. 21, 1944. 372p. $2.75. 


Mr. Wylie warns preface that his serious novel, 
and novel with unusual technique. The warning 
the point, though one resents being classified 
shallow finds himself allergic Mr. Wylie’s themes. 


The scene the story Miami and Miami Beach 
the summer 1942. John Galen, professor biochem- 
istry and businessman, comes there for rest. army 
medical examination had uncovered case epilepsy. 
Ann Gracey, young widow Ensign Bill Gracey, rents 
out the Gracey home John. Shawn Mullcup, 
illustrator with knack drawing suggestive cover- 
girls and making long speeches his friends, and Gail 
Chapman, sister Ann and practitioner one the 
older professions, complete the cast characters. John 
not sure whether his condition regressive progres- 
sive. Ann, after futile attempts self-adjustment 
Miami, accepts position rental agent for develop- 
ment not far from her former home. The romantic 
interest develops from that point, Ann and John see 
more and more each other. the very day that 
they become aware their deep love for each other 
John undergoes serious attack and with realizes that 
his condition will become progressively worse. Through 
the friendly interference Shawn, and Johann 
heim, psychiatrist imported from Chicago for the occa- 
sion, John persuaded not renounce his love, while 
Ann’s love great enough accept him is. 


This but the skeleton the plot, and the plot the 
least important part the book. occasion merely 
for diagnosis the ills modern living and the expres- 
sion hope very distant future. 


The ills are stated length, great length, Shawn, 
speaking from the point view the artist, John, 
speaking from the point view the scientist-business 
man, Ann, brooding and distraught before she finds 
peace her love for John, and, more directly, the 
insertion chapter-length quotations from make-believe 
authors. Added up, the ills the modern world Mr. 
Wylie understand them are the result false values and 
standards, erected all the various types group think- 
ing and social organization: industrialism, civil society, 
and most all Christianity, both its Protestant 
forms and its Catholic forms. The effect all this 
subdue the individual, blacken out individuality 
group action. creates passion for anonymity, 
which fatal. 


The hope for the individual, course, realizing 
his own individuality, rising above the barriers set 
society and achieving complete freedom that usually 


goes under the name license. Science, knowledge, 
will the way this freedom, and the practitioner 
this new cult represented the person Johann 
Altheim: lays ghosts, cures severe case prostitu- 
tion showing that all began false sense guilt, 
and, general, acts the high-priest the new knowl- 
edge. All which very unconvincing, and not very 
new. 


One the greatest obstacles individual progress 
the prospect death, and eternal reward punish- 
ment after death. Mr. Wylie prefers think that 
shall somehow achieve death unity with the uni- 


McFee 113 


verse, sort transcendental existence, far superior 
our present life; or, seems, shall achieve our 
reward that anonymity that have struggle against 
here and now. 


always startling find those who object most strenu- 
ously the supernatural religion placing naive 
credence ordinary ghosts. Much the story hangs 
upon the after-existence Ensign Bill Gracey, and the 
purpose that after-existence trivial best. 


The extra-long harangues the characters, and the intro- 
duction the make-believe authors different type, 
not make for easy reading. The complete freedom 
language and situation, the very, very advanced views 
sex, the attacks the Church and religion 
general, make unsuitable reading for any one. 

Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


McFee, William. Ship Shore. 
1944. 408 $2.75. 


What goes the emotions the captain 
luxury liner cruise runs and what effect such shoreless 
living has general the lives ship crews the con- 
cern William McFee his twenty-second book. Cap- 
tain Gregory Sylvester was married, after whirlwind 
campaign, the somewhat frigid daughter Liverpool 
shipmaster. was seldom able return his home 
the years between the last war and the early 1930s, and 
Grace, his wife, was unwilling leave her real estate 
holdings live New York, where the ship came for 
repairs. the start, the Captain was not disturbed 
loneliness. least loved his work and respected his 
reputation. observed the animal nature other offi- 
cers and crew, but remained apart. Publicity touchec 
him several times: rescued the crew Greek 
freighter and picked two downed aviators. 


Random House. Sept. 


Suddenly became passionately interested Rosita 
Ross, switchboard operator with New York jewelry 
house, who had been paid off former lover being 
sent Mediterranean cruise. They begin affair 
Naples, which results apartment life Manhattan, 
vain but “gentlemanly” attempt obtain divorce, 
the birth three children, and some legal string-pulling 
which allows Rosita take the name Sylvester. There 
are several minor characters—a second-rate artist, Kate 
Cutty, whose love-life more promiscuous than Rosita’s, 
which makes the latter feel superior; Dr. Hexham, 
minister from small college faculty, who flees into 
sabbatical leave after his wife’s divorce and eventually 
starts new mystic religion; Mr. and Mrs. Wheatley, 
poet and novelist respectively, who use Rosita for source 
material; and Brandon Piggott, editor influential 
magazine, with whom Rosita will obviously live after the 
death Captain Sylvester. The latter dies during fire 
sea which destroys the flagship the shoe-string ship- 
ping line which has transferred his allegiance 
make more money for his new menage. 


There are side remarks about the idle rich, about the 
spending spree which preceded the great depression, about 
the back-cabin affairs which make major microcosm 
cruise activity. The observations are not important. 
Neither are the characters. The Captain hopelessly 
confused and generally inarticulate man, about whose 
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integrity the author makes much. Rosita, proud her 
Jewish racialism but scornful all religion, also boasts 
integrity. She called unusually intelligent; generally 
she brainless. Her dialogue inconsistent, sometimes 
smooth, now and then sparkling, usually clipped mark- 
slangy contractions. The novel should prove 
interest any save those who are “fascinated” the 
picture petty people caught webs their own spin- 
ning. The argumentation defense fate specious 
that Frenchman’s Creek. 


Schriftgiesser, Karl. The Gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Henry Cabot Lodge. Little, Brown. Sept. 11, 1944. 
386p. $3.00. 


This competent piece political biography, with its 
scholarship decently muted but sufficiently evident. 
say that the author breaks spears for Cabot Lodge 
understatement colossal proportions. Partisans 
the late Senator will not like the book, but, 
reviewer’s opinion, Mr. Schriftgiesser’s harsh interpreta- 
tions and unfavorable estimates are sound. There not 
single listless page the volume, and recommend 
without reserve the general reader. 


The Lodge emerging from these chapters not the routine 
political villain which some have painted him. If, 
politics, was often petty, was, speak, petty 
the grand manner. was, the whole, mediocre 
scholar and statesman, was, may use the 
phrase, greatly mediocre. was selfish (which 
undoubtedly was), his selfishness was such con- 
scientious and consistent character that wears aura 
distinction. was not great mind, nor great soul, 
but, somehow, his smallness, was unique and there- 
fore always interesting watch. was political 
juggler, but was juggler with air. Perhaps 
could not have come out impeccable aristocratic State 
Street, Boston, and been anything else, even his faults. 


The author’s handling his subject ruthless, efficient, 
and always interesting. Lodge’s political progress de- 
scribed from his first successes the Massachusetts arena 
the fight against Wilson after the war. The Lodge- 
Theodore Roosevelt friendship very expertly analyzed. 
The psychological atmosphere the “back-to-normalcy” 
period the early ’twenties accurately dissected, with 
possibly some solemn implications for the present moment. 


first-rate study second-rate politician whose highly 
individualized defects have saved him from sharper con- 
demnation. hope that next time the author, who 
does well even with this material, will bet against 


better horse. 
Durkin, 
Georgetown University. 


Baker, Sgt. George. The Sad Sack. Simon Schuster. 
Sept. 20, 1944. 115 cartoons—no pagination. $2.00. 


When the Army magazine Yank was whipped together 
the early days the war one its first features was 
cartoon strip with the expressive title “Sad Sack.” Now, 
after two years, that cartoon strip has become standard 
fixture and our language has gained new and meaning- 
ful expression. The “sad sack” the fellow with two left 
feet, the poor awkward, stumbling, woebegone individual 
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who, with the best will the world, can never manage 
work things out. Diligent, industrious, willing, earnest 
though may be, every attempt serves but land him 
deeper the evil graces his sergeant. the forlorn 
wistful little man, the average you and confronting 
for the first time the rigidified stratification the 
all those now service who are unused that 
way life and who, when they are frustrated some 
hidebound rule service, find humor that frustra- 
tion simply because not their way life. 


Here then you have the original “Sad Sack” with wispy 
hair and bulbous nose, chin that isn’t there and turned 
toes—harassed sergeants all grades, trying his 
utmost but never achieving any degree success. Yet 
this paragon military slovenliness, this dowdy, unsol- 
dierly replica soldier the most popular G.I. Joe 
the service. Everyone loves and sympathizes with him 
because they—his troubles are theirs, they share his 
reactions, their honestly meant attempts are haunted 
the same malignant fate from which the only refuge 
correctly proportioned sense humor. And the 
always has that sense humor, that equilibrium that 
enables him face disappointments and shrug them 
off,—always ready meet disaster and always finding 
plenty meet. the present book Sergeant Baker 
has compiled cartoon biography the “Sad Sack” 
beginning with his induction, carrying him through all the 
vicissitudes training and into action against the enemy. 
These cartoons poke fun many aspects army life but 
mostly “rank”. The lowly private, ranked many 
grades non-commissioned and commissioned officers, 
must yield them all occasions, must the last 
accept the buck that has been passed from grade grade, 
must the dirtiest jobs and always dependent the 
slightest whim every sergeant. There are cartoons 
induction, training, barracks life, inspection, K.P., passes, 
army food, embarkation, V-mail and fighting. Many 
them are outstanding their simply human humorous 
implications such as, “The Uniform,” “The Shower,” 
“Goldbrick,” “Chow Line,” “Inspection,” “Mail,” 
call,” “The Stripe,” “The Native,” “The M.P.,” and “The 
Bayonet.” Others are slightly inferior caliber but still 
excellent. Unfortunately number vulgar, suggestive 
and even obscene cartoons have been included. They 
are “In Town,” “Good Soldier,” “Sex Hygiene,” “The 
Proposition” and “Rear Guard.” these “In Town,” 
“Sex Hygiene” and “The Proposition” are the worst, being 
offensive the point obscenity. The inclusion these 
items restricts recommendation the book adult 
readers. 


Poling, Daniel. Your Daddy Did Not Die. 
Sept. 11, 1944. 148p. $2.00. 


Little need said review this work from the bland 
pen the eminent Protestant divine, Daniel 
fond and rambling biographical sketch his son, 
Clark, Army chaplain, who was lost sea. The fact 
that directed the deceased chaplain’s little boy 
once categorizes the book. The sweetness and light 
the subject’s life are here detailed for the child’s 
cation. there were any seams and shadows 
life—well, the boy will learn soon enough that human 
beings are not seraphic, and life not always bright 
and fragrant Schrafft’s store. 


Greenberg. 
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Dr. Poling has been devoted father and his two sons, 
both whom folowed his ministerial footsteps, enjoyed 
good Christian upbringing. They played the usual boy- 
ish pranks, and had the usual brotherly squabbles and 
clashes temperament. Their mother died when they 
were quite young, but when their father married second 
time, they were fortunate getting stepmother right out 
fairy book. 


They knew the mutations up-and-coming minister’s 
family, whose head called better pulpits and different 
localities. the purchase historic old house, 
“Long House,” New Hampshire created family seat 
around which their domestic affections could entwine 
themselves. Clark Poling studied Rutgers and Yale 
Divinity School, from which emerged more liberal 
theologian than his brother who went Princeton. 
could write, and published early help pay for his 
schooling. was affable, warm-hearted soul and was 
giving good account himself his first pastorate when 
went off war chaplain. This pastoral about 
happy American family. engaging pause 
refresh one between grisly reports current juvenile 
delinquency. Religion seems have been wholesome 
factor the Poling home. 


The book gets its title from letter which Dr. Poling sent 
his grandson, “Corky,” when the fact his father’s 
death transpired, quaintly telling him that like the 
prophet Enoch, who never had funeral nor grave 
and who never died, “Corky’s” father, too, had “walked 
with God, and was not, for God took him.” His 
transport was torpedoed the North Atlantic and 
went down with it. 

Thomas Fox, C.S.P., 

New York City 


Halsey, Margaret. Some Best Friends Are Soldiers. 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 18, 1944. 207p. $2.50. 


Many readers will remember Margaret Halsey 
author With Malice Toward Some and will know 
advance what type writing expect her latest book. 
This book tagged with jacket label calling kind 
novel” and consists solely series letters from 
girl (Gretchen) the city her brother Geoffrey the 
army, dealing with series incidents her life and re- 
volving mainly about racial discrimination. Gretchen had 
been married alcoholic, later separated, and now, 
quite cloistered far men are concerned save for the 
hero worship her brother, keeping house limited 
budget, and less experience, for crochety father while 
her somewhat introvert scientist brother Jeff suffering 
acutely the inroads army life otherwise in- 
violate personality. addition her ventures keeping 
house apartment, since they can afford maid 
longer, Gretchen works the Canteen Hostess Cap- 
tain. supplement their income Jeff’s empty room 
rented Tom Garrett, bluff and forthright transport 
pilot, who proceeds cast well-aimed monkey wrenches 
into Gretchen’s well-guarded and carefully cherished pet 
psychoses. 


Most the book built about incident racial 
discrimination the Canteen where Mrs. Sadler, 
obstreperous dowager donor, insults young Jewish 


Halsey Quaife 115 


hostess. Gretchen bemoans the insult but willing 
let pass gratulatory attitude self-righteousness 
until Tom rudely punctures her self-esteem and goads 
her into action. Ther the hostess captains, after months 
almost hopeless endeavor the face insuperable 
odds, force Mrs. Sadler apologize. second incident 
concerns discrimination against negroes and again Tom 
maneuvers her into inviting negro serviceman the 
apartment defiance her father’s wishes. the 
same time Jeff learning about the negro problem from 
Southern soldiers and his reaction brought out Gret- 
chens’ reply his letters. Some Southerners will object 
Miss Halsey’s idea that they are wrong the negro 
problem simply because they have been indoctrinated 
since infancy specific way thinking which cannot 
changed argument discussion. Again the pre- 
dominant laissez faire attitude which most people assume 
toward the negro problem brought out and lambasted 
thoroughly. Gretchen’s victory course lies the fact 
that, spite serious opposition and the triviality the 
incidents concerned, she reacted actively and did some- 
thing about the preservation the principles for which 
the war being minor difficulties with army 
life are ironed out while Gretchen loses her touchy 
martyrish attitude toward men, finding herself love 
with Tom the story ends. 


With the main theme the book that racial discrimina- 
tion can overcome only one works actively 
instead confining one’s self passively deprecatory 
attitude there disagreement. With the author’s 
style treatment however there some disagreement. 
Mrs. Halsey’s style that the juvenile “shocker” who 
attracts attention only some deliberate naughtiness. 
Thus find the book studded with blatant vulgarities 
(pp. 28, 35, 39, 42, 92, 109) verging times the point 
obscenity. The expression ‘living bejesus” used 
page and page 207 there semi-objectionable 
reference burning candle the Blessed Virgin 
promote love affair. The general tone the book 
light, frothy and sophisticated, limiting its value 
discussion modern racial discrimination. However the 
book should not harm adults and seems suitable for that 
group. 


Quaife, Milo Lake Michigan. Bobbs-Merrill. July 
31, 1944. 384p. $3.50. 


The American Lakes Series another attempt, and very 
successful one, writing significant regional histories. 
The volume Quaife, the Detroit Public 
Library, the third completed. The volumes deal- 
ing with Lake Ontario and Lake Erie are still process 
preparation, but the standard set Fred Landon, 
who wrote about Lake Huron, and Grace Lee Nute, 
who wrote authoritatively concerning Lake Superior, and 
Milo Quaife, this volume, are maintained the 
other authors, exceptionally important addition will 
have been made American history. One might think 
that such studies are not needed; that general histories 
and special monographs had already exhausted the history 
the area and around the Great Lakes. Such not 
the case. Each these volumes the Great Lakes 
intended clarify the influences exerted the lake 
upon its immediate geographical area, and upon those 
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who lived the vicinity. Unless competently directed, 
there could great deal overlapping the material 
included the various volumes. Since, however, the 
studies are being presented under the general editorship 
the author this particular volume, that danger 
ruled out. 


Many readers will find the first chapters particularly in- 
formational and interesting. agreement with the deci- 
sions reached other research scholars, the author has 
great respect for the explorations and contributions 
Marquette and Joliet, but not much regard for the veracity 
Hennepin. Salle dealt with detail, and favor- 
ably. The relations between the early explorers from 
Canada and the red men the Mississippi valley are 
made crystal clear. All the important explorations are 
traced briefly, but very clearly, and course, accurately. 
Much interesting material included concerning early 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Detriot, and other cities associated 
more less directly with Lake Michigan. The Indian 
tribes and the “forest dwellers,” the wild life the 
Lake Michigan area, receive considerable attention. 
chapter devoted this topic, the author discusses 
some detail the tragic disappearance from the Middle 
West the carrier pigeon. Some observers that period 
when the birds were numerous (about 1870) estimated 
that there were many 2,230,000,000 carrier pigeons 
along the lower Ohio River. Although there was general 
agreement that there were least two billion more 
these harmless birds the Middle West 1875, 
1890 there were none. Not one can found this 
nation today. Perhaps nothing illustrates more drama- 
tically than the disappearance the carrier pigeon the 
contempt which the Americans the past have shown 
for the wild life the nation. 


The chapter headings many cases reveal the current 
the story. Such intriguing titles “Black Robe and Red 
Skin,” “Garlic River Beginnings,” “Treason and Sin 
Old Mackinac,” “Cream City Birthpangs,” and “The King 
Benton Harbor” are typical. The last chapter men- 
tioned contains understandable account the almost 
unbelievable career King Benjamin Purnell Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, famous for his establishment the 
House David. 


Helpful explanatory footnotes are given the end each 
chapter. the end the book there excellent 
“Bibliographical Note” and detailed index. Good maps 
are reproduced inside the front and back covers. The 
only regret which this reviewer wishes express that 
the first two sentences this book 384 pages were not 
omitted. These are: “In the Book Genesis are told 
that the Lord created the earth six days. Modern 
science, however, teaches that uncounted 
years were required accomplish the task.” 
course possible that the author thinks that Christians 
must believe that creation was accomplished one hun- 
dred forty-four clock hours, but there certainly 
cient reason why should possession such 
opinion. The article “Creation” the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, had taken the trouble read it, would 
certainly have corrected his unfortunate misapprehension. 
This indirect jibe Christianity somewhat mars other- 


Martin Fitt 
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wise excellent book, which nevertheless recommended, 
and very warmly recommended, all classes readers, 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---September Selection 


Martin, Sinners Never Die. Simon and Schuster, 
Sept. 15, 1944. 2789p. $2.00. 


The death Timothy Speek, the blind scandal-monger 
small Australian town, was not entirely unexpected 
for Timothy had been prying into many secrets and had 
spoken harshly many people. first Timothy’s demise 
looked like suicide, least the coroner, who hesitated 
pry more deeply into the few facts inconsistent with 
that theory. Had not proud and prim Harry Ford, the 
postmaster, felt the need for money replace what 
had lost stock venture, the death Timothy would 
have passed quietly into history. But when Harry 
tempted blackmail Mrs. Speek and her lover, links 
began join together which gradually resulted chain 
evidence that uncovered the mystery. 

Although the plot hinges quite few coincidences 
nevertheless well-constructed. Above all Sinners Never 
Die analysis young Harry Ford. this respect 
superbly done. Not much praised the ap- 
proval the extra-marital relations Mrs. Speek and 
Garnet Price nor the favorable presentation Mrs. Mar- 
ven’s participation the mysterious death 
While from the moral standpoint can hardly approve 
any but adults commend the author’s masterly 
style. 


Crime Club---August Selection 


Fitt, Mary. Clues Christabel. Crime Club 
day, Doran). Aug. 18, 1944. $2.00. 


The death famous litterateur Christabel Strange had 
passed normal. Dr. George Cardew, friend since 
their childhood, had not been suspicious then but later 
few scraps data, induced Christabel’s strange legacy 
put him the trail murder. The heart the mystery 
lay the legacy whereby Christabel had left all her 
ary remains, including the all-important diaries, her 
family which had never shown any appreciation her 
work while her most appreciative friend Mrs. Wentworth, 
who had assumed the duties biographer, had access 
those papers. Mrs. Wentworth attempted elicit the 
biographical data direct contact with Christabel’s 
friends. This was unsuccessful. the midst her 
tempt the basic volume the diary was stolen, 
followed, and the data was assembled for the 
sion, the murderer committed suicide. 


technique this mystery superior. uses somewhat 
the same method employed that excellent book 
few years ago, The Beast Must Die, opening with long 
narrative Dr. Cardew which summarizes the earlier 
portion the background, then plunges directly into the 
story. But above all character study the victim, 
Christabel Strange, who seemed warm 
yet actually engendered hate, and her murderer whom 
you will also find interest. The solution suicide 
not represented praiseworthy. Adults will find this 
recreational value. 
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